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 Upcoming Events 
         Details in this Issue 

 

 
Drive ‘n’ Dine to Old Bavarian 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 

 

Spring Tech Session at Black Forest 
Saturday, April 14, 2012  

 

MCBA “Spring Rallye” 
Saturday, May 5, 2012 

 

Drive ‘n’ Dine to Wendt’s on the Lake 
Saturday, May 19, 2012 
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President’s Message: 
  
 

It feels like Spring!  Gives one the urge to uncover 
the stored vehicle or clean up the one we’ve been 
driving through the winter.  Of course, the recent 
gas price hikes can put a damper on the euphoria.  
Nevertheless, let’s go for a ride! 
 

We have opportunities coming soon for those who 
enjoy a ride in a quality automobile and for those 
who want to turn a wrench, whether it’s a major res-
toration, just tinkering, or something in between.  In 
March, April, May, and June we have Drive ‘n’ Dine 
events.  In April Black Forest is hosting a Tech   
Session.  A visit to Road America is planned for July.  
If you are looking for longer trips, the Ohio chapter 
is hosting a several day excursion in August, and our 
section is planning a four or five day trip to St. 
Louis’ Kemp Auto Museum with stops along the 
way.  Watch for more information in the next few 
Badger Stars. 
 

Keeping right in with an early Spring, it seems we 
have as many, if not more events on the calendar 
than in recent years.  Jerry’s survey indicated some 
folks who don’t live in southeast Wisconsin have felt 
left out.  In the next few months, we have events 
from Madison to Milwaukee to Green Bay, and 
places in between.  
 

Speaking of survey results, if you have something to 
say or to share, please let one of the board members 
know now.   Don’t wait for the next survey.  Over 
the past  several years, I’ve met a number of mem-
bers, but with almost 300 members in our section, 
there are many I’ve not met.  I would really enjoy 
meeting as many as I can and would love to hear 
from you directly what you enjoy doing, what you 
think we could do better, or just sharing thoughts 
and ideas on a variety of topics.  
 

By the way, did you know that there are Mercedes 
technicians available to readers of the STAR Maga-
zine who are MBCA members?  They will answer 
technical questions about your Mercedes.  I was re-
cently made aware of this membership benefit and 
will keep it in mind as I tinker.   
 

I hope that by the time you read this we are not bur-
ied in a blizzard, but that you are enjoying a fine 
automobile and sharing that joy with like-minded 
folks. 
 

Andy Stockhausen, President 



2012 Officers & Board Members 

“I have owned O’Reilly Motor Cars 

for  Twenty-two (22) years. 
 

We have what it takes to service 

your late model M-B, BMW, VW, 

Audi, Volvo and Porsche. 
 

We are a ‘Tire Rack’ installer with 

the latest wheel and alignment 

equipment.” 

 

 

 

President         Andy Stockhausen     

          262-782-2286      

          ajs53151@gmail.com 
 

Vice President/  
  Past President           Jerry Zajicek      
          262-549-4656 
                                  jzajicek@wi.rr.com  
 

Secretary         Dan Hellenberg 
                            414-839-6995 
                                  spatlese44@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer         Frank Lubinski 
                                  414-352-2912       
          frank_lubinski@sbcglobal.net 
 

Membership Chair/  
  Director         Ron Sdun 
          262-251-9287       
          rsdun@wi.rr.com 
 

Director         JoAnne Peterson 
                        262-784-6088 
                                  jojo2525@yahoo.com 
 

Director         James Pittelkow 
                            262-236-0845                         
          pittj@wi.rr.com 
 

Director         Pete Samolinski 
                                  715-573-1783          
          peteski@charter.net 
 

Director           Wim van den Berg 
                            608-345-1800 
                      mygr8star@tds.net 
 

Webmaster                De Murr 
          262-243-5008 
                                  demurr@wi.rr.com 
 

Past President         Nancy Pearson 
                          262-782-7960 
                                  npearson@wi.rr.com 
 

Regional Director/  
   Midwest Region      Bill Denton      
               wrdenton@trane.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Wisconsin Chapter members made what has turned into an annual migration to the largest Auto Show in the 
US, the Chicago Auto Show.  On February 12 we again filled a charter bus with 56 club members and guests. 
Traveling to Chicago by a chartered bus makes it easier; besides, that way we get dropped off at the door and don’t 
even have to wear our coats … in wintery February … in the Midwest.  What’s not to like? 
 

This auto show is so big that it fills two convention halls in downtown Chicago’s McCormick Place, covering over 
1.2 million square feet of show floor that’s almost half of the entire convention complex.  Thankfully, Mercedes 
Benz had a not-so-secret VIP lounge area for Mercedes owners that offered rest and refreshments.  Way to go 
Mercedes !!!! 
 

This is the 104th year of the Chicago Auto Show.   Exhibitions include: multiple world and North American intro-
ductions; a complete range of domestic and imported passenger cars and trucks; sport utility vehicles; and experi-
mental or concept cars.  In total, nearly 1,000 different vehicles were on display. Besides new cars and over 30  
concept cars of the future, there were many auto-related exhibits: competition vehicles, and project, antique, and 
collector cars. 
 

This is the 17th year our local club has traveled to the Chicago Auto Show, and I am sure that we will do it again 
next year.  Many of us look forward to this event. 
 

Bob Turznik 

The MBCA Wisconsin Section Travels to the 2012 Chicago Auto Show 

 

 

On February 25, ten members and one grandson enjoyed a beautiful, early spring day driving to Hartford, WI and 
the club’s first Fahren zum Essen event of 2012.  The Mineshaft, Wisconsin’s largest bar and restaurant, provided 
the destination, with food, libation, and a game room.  Outside it was mostly sunny, and the temperature was un-
seasonably warm.  Inside the camaraderie, food, and drink were all great.  It was a good day.  There was ice sculpt-
ing going on in town, and there were a lot of people around.  We parked further than usual, but enjoyed the walk.  
The drive, there and back, was magnificent. 
 
These Drive ‘n’ Dine events are mostly about the drive.  They are an excuse to get the car out and drive to meet 
old friends and make new friends.  Private pilots do this, boaters do this and others do too.  Sometimes we need 
the reason to pull ourselves away from other aspects of our busy lives to just have a little lunch with friends.  
Nancy and I think it is quality time. 
 

Dean Pearson 

First Drive ‘n’ Dine 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MBCA Wisconsin Region's “Spring Rallye” 
Saturday, May 5 
 

Be sure to be a part of the only Rallye conducted by the Wisconsin Region of the Mercedes Benz Club of America for the 
2012 Driving season. This challenging Rallye will be a tour thru the beautiful Southern unit of the Kettle Moraine and 
"Spring Lake Country". 
  
Starting at the Old Soldiers Home in Union Grove, we will finish for a wonderful meal and an awards banquet at the Mid-
way Motor Lodge on Moorland Road and I-94. Combine your superb automobiles with driving skill and deductive reasoning 
to compete for the honor and prestige of being crowned Rallye Royalty. 
 
For more information contact Jerry Zajicek   262-549-4656 /  jzajicek@wi.rr.com 
The German Buffet dinner is $15 per person, and there is a $10 per car Rallye fee 
 
Send to:  Jerry Zajicek  W223 N2349 Glenwood Lane, Waukesha 53186 
 
Make checks payable to:  MBCA Wisconsin Section 
 
Name       E-mail Address: 
 
Home Address 
 
Amount Enclosed $    Cell phone #   (        ) 
 

Registration Deadline is Tuesday May 1st 

After May 1st, please call the above number  

MBCA Wisconsin Section Upcoming Events 

Drive ‘n’ Dine to Old Bavarian 
Saturday, March 31 
 

Join us for a Great German dinner at the Old Bavarian restau-
rant in Appleton.  What’s on the menu?  German beers, of 
course.  And Schnitzels (10 kinds), Goulash, several European 
dishes, Steaks, Prime Rib, Bratwurst, Seafood, meatballs — well 
it’s a long list.  You can  look over the menu at their website:  
www.oldbavarian.com   The restaurant is located at 3025 W. 
College Ave in Appleton, 1 mile east of the the College Ave. 
exit from the freeway.  Please contact host Jerry Zajicek at   
jzajicek@wi.rr.com or 262-549-4656 by March 29 for me to 
give a headcount for the restaurant.  Happy Hour starts at 4:00 
pm, and dinner is at 5:00 pm.  All those members who show up 
in Dirndls or Lederhosen will get their pictures in the next 
newsletter, I promise ! 
 

Please note the time of this dinner, as the restaurant does not 
open till 4:00 pm.  With this later time for our Drive ‘n’ Dine, 
you’ll have more time to do your Saturday chores and still   
attend.  And since it does not get dark till after 7:00, it will be 
an easy drive home.  I’ll see you all in Appleton for a Schnitzel 
that’s as big as your plate (I know, I’ve tried it…) 
 

Jerry Zajicek, 262-549-4656 /  jzajicek@wi.rr.com 
Event Chairman      

 



Expiring Memberships —          

April, 2012 

New  Members 

2012 Member’s Events Survey  

Expiring Memberships —           

May, 2012 

 

Drive ‘n’ Dine to Wendt’s on the Lake  
Saturday, May 19 
 

Please join us for a repeat Drive ‘n’ Dine at Wendt’s 
on the Lake, Saturday, May 19.  We plan on gather-
ing at noon for great food, refreshments, smart talk 
and camaraderie.  Wendt’s on the Lake is located 
approximately 10 miles north of Fond du Lac, WI 
on US Hwy 45. 
 

For five decades the Wendt family has owned and 
operated this award winning restaurant. It is famous 
for lake perch and wonderful views from the west-
ern shore of beautiful Lake Winnebago.  Review 
their menu at www.wendtsonthelake.com  The res-
taurant address is N9699 Lake Shore Drive, Van 
Dyne, WI 54979.   
 

To provide a courtesy headcount, please call Ron 
Sdun at 262-251-9287 or e-mail at rsdun@wi.rr.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Bye, Stephanie Petersen, Terry Bruss, Dennis 
Valuch, Rufus Durham, Hans Stueve, Ken Finkel, 
Edward King, Lothar Altmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Bye, Stephanie Petersen, Terry Bruss, Dennis 
Valuch, Rufus Durham, Hans Stueve, Ken Finkel, 
Edward King, Lothar Altmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Khristine Dominick, Chris Allen, George Crawford, 

John Chvala, Ryan Endries, Richard Diercksmeier, 

Guy    Milford, Peyton Muehlmeier, Jacqueline 

Schellinger, David Hansen 

There is only one way to describe the response we 
got to the latest events survey — dismal.  Only 37 
members answered the survey via the e-mailed 
method, and seven paper surveys were returned for 
a total of 44 out of 296 members in this club. 
 

Question two asked which of our traditional events 
members had attended, and it went like this: 
 

Spring or Fall Tech Sessions          80% had attended 
Drive ‘n’ Dine Events        51% 
Masterpiece Concours Show       42% 
Christmas Party        42% 
Spring or Fall Road Rallyes       36% 
Chicago Auto Show        30% 
Fish Fry Dinner        27% 
 
Question three asked what other types of events 
would members like to do in the future: 
 

View private car collections      57% voted for this 
Visit a repair/ restoration shop        54% 
Go to Road America race day        46% 
Participate in a car detailing clinic       43% 
Attend a festival like German Fest       40% 
Travel to Art/ Auto/ History museums       37% 
Visit historic homes like Taliesin       34% 
Do an event with another section       31% 
Do a weekend road trip        29% 
Do an autocross/ defensive drive       26% 
 

It should be noted that even though the Chicago 
Auto Show trip and the Fish Fry dinner were the 
least attended, the Auto show trip has a full bus 
every year, and the club makes a few bucks on that 
event.  The Fish Fry dinner has for the last three 
years had at least 20 to 25 people in attendance, and 
the food couldn’t be better, with several choices and 
all you can eat. 
 

The members that did vote rated our MBCA Wis-
consin events excellent (66%) and good (34%).  
None said our events were “fair” or “poor”. 
 

Suggestions put forth for more events were a Pig 
Roast, trips to Wineries in Wisconsin, a Fall Color 
Tour, visits to Mercedes Museums, and a Fine Arts 
event. 
 
Jerry Zajicek, 262-549-4656  
Past President 

Upcoming Events Continued ... 



Drive ‘n’ Dine @ Old Bavarian          Jerry Zajicek       Saturday, March 31, 5:00 pm 

 
Spring Tech Session                 Mike McKinney                  Saturday, April 14, 10 am to 3 pm 

 
Drive ‘n’ Dine @ Gray’s Tied House          Wim van den Berg      Saturday, April 28, Noon 

Call Wim at 608-345-1800 to sign up the number in your party for the restaurant headcount 

 
Spring Road Rally            Zajicek/ Fowler                  Saturday, May 5, 11:00 am 

 
Drive ‘n’ Dine @ Wendt’s in Fond du Lac   Ron Sdun       Saturday, May 19, Noon 

 
Drive ‘n’ Dine @ Kroll’s in Green Bay         Jim Loseke                  Saturday, June 9 

Call Jim at 920-468-2024 to sign up 

 
Road America Vintage Races           Fowler/ Pittelkow      Saturday, July 14 

 
Drive ‘n’ Dine Starry Nights Concert          Nancy Pearson and 

Brookfield              JoAnne Peterson                 Friday, July 27, 5:30 pm 

 
Ohio Backroads Adventure Tour          Don Velcio of  

                                                                     Western Reserve Section     August 5 – 9    

 
Masterpiece Concours Show           Bob Turznik       August 25-26 

 
Drive ‘n’ Dine @ Snapper Vicks                  Gary Matthies                      Saturday, September 8, Noon 

 
Fall Tech Session @ Int’l Autos          John Bell        Saturday, September 22 

 
Fall Rally/ Annual Meeting           TBD        October 

 
Christmas Brunch            JoAnne Peterson       Sunday, December 2 

 

 

MBCA Wisconsin Section 

Events for 2012 



 


