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2016 Officers & Board Members

President

Bruce Hamilton
608-754-6066
bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com

Vice President &
Webmaster

Jim Loseke
920-412--5822
jimloseke@charter.net

Secretary

Dan Hellenberg
414-839-6995
spatlese44@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Frank Lubinski
414-352-2912
frank_lubinski@yahoo.com

Director

Andy Stockhausen
262-782-2286
ajs45@wi.rr.com

Director

Bernd Kampe
262-492-4441
bkampe@wi.rr.com

Director

Richard Kusch
608-288-0614
rkusch@charter.net

Director &
Newsletter Editor

Frank Geracie
262-825-7496
fgeracie@wi.rr.com

Past President

Nancy Pearson
262-782-7960
npearson@wi.rr.com

Regional Director
Midwest Region

Jason Burton
312-224-1787
jasonburton@thejohnhancock.com

Please welcome the following new members as of September 21:
Christopher Arenz

Doreatha Davis

Cressida Neal

Jerrold Fix

James Reinhart

Christopher Adams

R.F. Schmidt
THANK YOU to everyone for being a member of this
Club. New member or long-timer, I’d love to hear from
you; your comments and suggestions are always welcome.
We couldn’t exist without your interest and participation; it’s
what makes this organization successful. We are always
looking to improve your membership experience and give
you value for your member dues.
Looking forward to seeing you at an upcoming Wisconsin
Section event.

Bruce Hamilton, President

Board Meetings

Board meetings are typically held in the Brookfield
library on the second Thursday of every month starting at
7:00 pm. We encourage member attendance at these
meetings and welcome any assistance that can be provided in the planning of club events. Recommendations for
new activities or comments on prior events are always
welcome.
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President’s Message
It’s hard to believe two months have passed and it’s time for another great edition of the Badger Star. A lot has happened in the last two months.
First, please join with me in welcoming the newest advertiser in the Badger Star, Woller Anger & Company, LLC of
Elm Grove. Woller Anger is an agent for Hagerty Classic Car Insurance. As you may know, Hagerty is a partner with
MBCA at the national level, and offers MBCA members a 5% additional discount on their
collector car policy. Woller Anger also participates at Starry Nights, and sponsors Cruisin’
the Grove, a series of casual cruise-in nights during the summer months. Welcome Woller
Anger, and thank you for your support of the Wisconsin Section and the Badger Star.
Next, the Wisconsin Section has established a PayPal account to allow our members to pay
for events electronically using their credit card, debit card, or bank account. You can use
PayPal to pay for Wisconsin Section events regardless of whether or not you have your own
PayPal account. All of our event registration forms, both print & electronic, will have a PayPal link, and we are making efforts to put a PayPal link on our website.
And after three board meetings using our new GoToMeeting web conferencing software
the verdict is in; it’s a success! Board members, especially those who live outside the greater
Milwaukee area, now have a much easier way to attend board meetings. The board will still
meet “face-to-face” periodically but it’s now much easier to attend a board meeting from afar.

Bruce Hamilton

Finally at their September meeting, your Board approved the purchase of QuickBooks software to help the club more
accurately track its finances and provide more meaningful reports. Thank you to Treasurer Frank Lubinski and wife
Cathy for their efforts in transitioning to QuickBooks.
This is election season, and not just for politicians! Elsewhere in this newsletter is the official ballot for the 2016 Election of Directors. In addition to the candidates listed, remember that any member in good standing can be a write-in
candidate. VOTE! Ballots must be received by November 1st to be counted, and election results will be announced at
the Christmas Party and Annual Meeting December 11th. Your VOTE is important, so DO IT NOW!!
The past two months have seen your Section participate in three successful events. Bernd & Christine Kampe organized a trip to the Vintage Transport Extravaganza at the Illinois Railway Museum, and they also served as hosts for our
tables at the Oktoberfest celebration at Old Heidelberg Park, Bavarian Bierhaus. And August 27th saw 15 of our members participate in Show and Glow by the Lake.
Read more about Show and Glow and Oktoberfest elsewhere in this newsletter.
As I write these remarks I am looking forward to our Fall Tech Session, Saturday, Sept 24. John Bell at International
Autos in Milwaukee is our host, and the event is also going to be a Member Appreciation Day with deluxe door prizes
from the Mercedes-Benz Accessories Catalog, and a chance to win a free admission for two to our Christmas Party &
Annual Meeting.
October 6 - 9 brings our Fall Color Tour along the Great River Road, and we wind up 2016 with our Christmas Party.
This year we’ll enjoy Mader’s Champagne Brunch before holding our Annual Meeting and announcing the results of our
Directors’ election.
Looking ahead, this newsletter contains the full year 2017 tentative schedule, and the schedule will be updated as details
become available. We will also try and put the schedule on our website. The first event is our annual Bus Trip to the
Chicago Auto Show, Sunday, February 12, 2017.
Reservation forms for both the Christmas Party & Annual Meeting, and the Chicago Auto Show Bus Trip are elsewhere in this newsletter. Sign up now!

Continued on page 2
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Show & Glow by the Lake
Saturday August 27
Show and Glow by the Lake, formerly called Club
Day was attended by nearly 300 cars, many of them
from members of various car clubs, including Porsche, BMW, Corvette, Ferrari, Fiat, Jaguar and
American muscle cars from the 70s and 80s. Our
club had approximately 15 cars on display with an
additional 6 Mercedes Benz on display by non-club
members and members of the Chicagoland section.
The day started out overcast with light rain which
may have tempered show attendance. By show
opening at 10:00 am, the clouds had dissipated and
the rain stopped. The remainder of the day was
slightly overcast with no rain which made for a good
time for walking the grounds, viewing cars and
meeting with friends.

Club members proudly displayed
their cars in a line up

This year we had on display (4) Mercedes SL
Roadster AMGs, (1) GL 63 AMG, a beautiful blue
new C-Class Coupe, Black Forests’ Uni-Mog truck, a
couple 450 SLs from the 80s and other models of
Mercedes Benz.
For lunch, Black Forest graciously supplied sandwiches, beer and bottled water for club members
from their Uni-Mog truck.
In the afternoon, a Ferrari parade took place in
which the Ferraris circled the outer loop of the
grounds in their mostly red Italian super cars.
Awards were given out by the event organizers for
“People’s Choice”, “Judge’s Choice”, and
“Sponsor’s Choice” categories at the end of the
event.

Ghassan Majdalani displays his
spotless SL55 AMG

Funds raised from Show and Glow by the Lake
will be used to support various local charities. In
2015, Masterpiece LTD, host of the Milwaukee
Concours d’Elegance (includes Show and Glow by
the Lake) donated $10,000 to the Autism Society of
South-eastern Wisconsin, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Milwaukee and Meta House.

Frank Geracie
Chicagoland club member displays a
beautiful blue C300 Coupe
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Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Host

Telephone

Email

Oct 6 - 9

Fall Tour GRRT

Bernd Kampe
Jerry Zajicek

262-492-4441
262-549-4656

bkampe@wi.rr.com
jerome.zajicek@gmail.com

Dec 6

Christmas Party &
Annual Meeting

Bruce Hamilton

608-754-6066

bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com

Feb 12 (2017)

Chicago Auto Show

Bob Turznik

414-416-3375

bobturznik@gmail.com

2017 Tentative Events
Date

Event

March

Fish Fry & New Member Appreciation

April

Black Forest Tech Session

May

Drive-to-Dine
Road America Vintage
Prestige Auto Works Tech Session

June

Rallye
Drive-to-Dine

July

Drive-to-Dine
Starry Nights

August

Drive-to-Dine
Show & Glow by the Lake

Sept

Oktoberfest
D-to-D Abbey Fontana Boat Show
Fall Tech Session

Oct

Color Tour Door County (Tentative)
Fall Rallye

Nov

Pabst Brewery Drive-to-Dine

Dec

Christmas Party & Annual Meeting

On Saturday, September 10, 22 club members and
friends enjoyed the Oktoberfest celebrations as well as
great German beers and food at Old Heidelberg Park,
Bavarian Bierhaus in Glendale WI.
Best of all was the great festive music and patriotic
American songs played by the enthusiastic and talented musicians of the Alte Kameraden Brass Band from
nearby Freistadt WI.

Bernd Kampe
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27th Annual Bus Trip to the

Chicago Auto Show
Sunday, February 12, 2016
McCormick Place
The $25 per-person registration fee includes one admission ticket
plus bus transportation and snacks!
C63 AMG Coupe
Black Series

Boarding is from 8:40 to 9:00 am
in Milwaukee and at 9:30 am
in Racine regardless of the weather.
The bus leaves Chicago @ 3:45 pm
and is expected back in Milwaukee
between 5:30 pm and 6:00 pm.

Pick up
locations
Racine
Park-n-Ride: I-94 & Hwy 11

Milwaukee (Hales Corners)
Park-n-Ride: I-43 & Hwy 45

The registration deadline is Jan 13, 2017. There are only 55 seats on the bus. This event is often
sold out, so reserve early. Reservations can only be made with accompanying payment.
Mail check and
reservation form to:

Bob Turznik, W165 N9714 Chippewa Drive,
Germantown WI 53022

Contact Info: Home 262-251-2243
Cell 414-416-3375
Email bobturznik@gmail.com

MBCA Chicago Auto Show Reservation Form
Name: ____________________________________
Number of people attending: __________

Amount included @ $25 per person: _________________

Cell no. in case of delay: ___________________

Pickup site (check one) ____ Milwaukee _____ Racine

Email: ________________________________________________
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Sunday, December 11, 2015 11:30 AM

Mader’s Restaurant
1041 N. Old World 3rd St
Milwaukee WI 53203
(414) 271-3377

Reservations and payment can be made on-line at
https://goo.gl/forms/LLpr3IVIyXeqihVw1 or by filling out the reservation form
below and mailing the form with check payable to MBCA-Wisconsin Section.
Pay on-line or mail reservation form to arrive by December 8
Mail check and
reservation form to:

Bruce Hamilton, 4225 Southwyck Drive, Janesville WI 53546
Tel: 608-754-6066, Email: bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com

Christmas Party Reservation Form
Name(s):

_____________________________________
______________________________________

No. attending:

x $35.00 ea. (inc tax/gratuity)
Total enclosed:

Phone No:

________________________________

Email:

________________________________

____________

____________

Mail this form along with check to Bruce Hamilton at the address listed above
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2016 Election of Directors
There are four (4) open positions on the Board of Directors, three whose term will expire December 2019, and one whose term will
expire December 2017. The three (3) nominees who receive the most votes will be appointed to the terms ending December 2019, and
the nominee who receives the fourth highest ballot count will be appointed to the term ending December 2017. “I” after a name denotes an incumbent.

Dick Kusch
Dick joined the MBCA board in 2013. Born and raised in Green Bay, Dick is a graduate of UW‐Green Bay and The Milwaukee
School of Engineering, and works as a corporate Facilities Manager. Dick lives in Seymour, a suburb of Green Bay with his wife Nancy
and his 2005 SLK 55. “I joined the MBCA because I enjoy touring events, Drive‐to‐Dines, and the camaraderie of people who enjoy
their cars and treat them for more than just transportation.”

John Ledbury
John has been a member of the Wisconsin Section since March 2014. A lifelong resident of Wisconsin, he lives in Brookfield with his
wife Ann, and three Mercedes, and retired from a sales career in July 2015. “My goal in joining MBCA was to meet new people who
were interested in promoting and learning more about the MB brand. I have enjoyed the activities I have attended. I would like to see
the Wisconsin Section continuing the great work that so many others have achieved. I think it would be great to have a MBCA trip to
Road America, and also to try and meet with other members of the Wisconsin Section who are out of the Milwaukee area. Finally, it
would be great to interact with the clubs in Illinois, Minnesota or Iowa since we are so close.”

Ghassan Majdalani
Ghassan joined the Wisconsin Section in April 2013. He recently retired from an international career and resides in Bayside. Ghassan
has owned many different models of the Mercedes –Benz brand over the last 37 years, and currently drives a 1989 560SL and a 2008
SL55 AMG. “I enjoy and participate in all types of car shows and events, love to interact and socialize with people. Have attended an
AMG driving academy. I enjoy history and foreign cultures.”

Andy Stockhausen
Andy is a Past President of the Wisconsin Section, has served numerous terms on the board, and joined the Wisconsin Section in
2001. Andy lives in New Berlin with his wife Sue and their 1999 S320 LWB. “My wife Sue and I have owned a Mercedes‐Benz for 15‐
years. I was elected to the board 9‐years ago and have been a Past President. We have three adult children. I work as a Database Administrator (DBA). Other pastimes include: 1) watching grandsons’ sporting events, 2) spending time with family, 3) pouring money
into our Mercedes and driving it, 4) flying airplanes, and 5) riding my Harley.”

There are two (2) ways to cast your vote: Complete the official ballot below. Then cut the ballot section of
the newsletter off and mail to: Mercedes-Benz Club Wisconsin Section • c/o Daniel Hellenberg,
Secretary • 1700 E Park Place • Milwaukee WI 53211-3931

Or go to https://goo.gl/forms/1THCGbBaxywMbdme2 and vote electronically.
BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 1ST TO BE COUNTED.
2016 Official Ballot Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Wisconsin Section, Inc.

Board of Directors - Vote for only four (4)
member vote for:

associate member vote for:

Dick Kusch (I)

⃝

⃝

John Ledbury

⃝

⃝

Ghassan Majdalani

⃝

⃝

Andy Stockhausen (I)

⃝

⃝

Write in _______________________________________________

⃝

⃝

Write in _______________________________________________

⃝

⃝

Write in _______________________________________________

⃝

⃝
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2016 Fall Tour - The Great River Road
Oct 6 - 9

Tour Hosts:

Bernd Kampe
&
Jerry Zajicek

Our MB club is planning a scenic driving tour along the Great River Road (GRRT) (designated as a National Scenic Byway) on both Wisconsin Hwy 35 and Minnesota Hwy 61 alongside the Mississippi River. The dates will be
October 6-9 (Thursday-Sunday). You can chose to participate for all 4 days or less, depending on your time
schedule. This tour will be similar to the tour we did 6 years ago.

Tour Itinerary
Thursday
Arrive Prairie du Chien
PM (overnite)
Tour area before meeting if time permits

Initial MB Club Tour Meeting at
6:00 at Buckhorn Grill & Pub located in Carlson Country Inn &
Suites Overnite Lodging $84-$94
+11% tax
(608) 326-5700

River Road Tour website: www.wigreatriverroad.org
www.prairieduchien.org
www.countryinns.com/prairieduchienwi

Friday AM
Prairie du Chien WI

Wyalusing State Park-Overlook,
Fort Crawford Historic Site, Historic Villa Louis Mansion

www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/parks/name/wyalusing
www.fortcrawfordmuseum.com

Drive north on Wi Hwy Explore La Crosse
www.explorelacrosse.com
35 to La Crosse (58
Overlook La Crosse-Grandad’s
www.citybrewery.com
miles)
Bluff, Visit City Brewery (Old Style
Beer)
Go west on I-90/I-94 over Mississippi River to MN Hwy 61 North (the Great River Road)
Friday PM
Winona, MN (32 miles)
(overnite)
Friday miles – 90

Saturday AM

Explore Winona sights
Winona County Historical Society
MN Marine Arts Museum
6:00 pm-meet for dinner at Brewski’s Pub & Grill in hotel OverniteRiverport Inn-$90+11% tax

www.visitwinona.com
www.winonahistory.org
www.minnesotamarineart.org
www.riverportinn.com

Take Hwy 43 across the Mississippi River to WI side and go north on Hwy 35, on the Great
River Road to next town...

Fountain City WI
(9 miles)
Alma WI (17 miles)
Nelson WI (8 miles)

Tour Elmer’s Auto & Toy Museum
Bluff Park-Overlook Alma & River
12:00 Tour of Danziger Vineyards
& lunch
Cheese Factory (ice cream)
Laura Ingals-Wilder’s birth cabin,
Winery &Vineyards-Villa Bellezza

www.elmersautoandtoymuseum.com
www.almawisconsin.com
www.danzingervineyard.com
www.nelsoncheese.com
www.pepinwisconsin.com

Pepin WI (8 miles)

www.villabellezza.com
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Saturday AM continued
Stockholm WI (7 miles)
Stockholm Pie Co.
Maiden Rock WI (6 miles) Overlook-Lake Pepin along Hwy 35
Maiden Rock Winery & Cidery
Bay City WI (8 miles)

www.stockholmwisconsin.com
www.maidenrockwinerycidery.com

Turn west onto Hwy 63 across the Mississippi River to downtown Red Wing MN
Saturday PM
Red Wing MN (8 miles)

Lake City MN (17 miles)
Wabasha MN (14 miles)
Kellogg MN (6 miles)

Saturday evening
Saturday miles - 170

Sunday
La Crosse WI

Explore Red Wing area
www.redwing.org
Historic downtown; home of Red Wing Boots
& Pottery
1870’s St. James Hotel, 1920’s Amtrak Station &
Visitor’s Center
Scenic Bluff overview of Red Wing & River
The American Queen Paddlewheel Steam boat
will be traveling north along the river between
Prairie du Chien and Red Wing during this tourlook for it

Sailboats on Lake Pepin, Apple orchards
Wild Wings Art Collection
National Eagle Center
Grumpy Old Men Movie site
Lark Toys & Carousel

www.wildwings.com

6:00 pm - Dinner at Heroes Bar & Grill
(La Crosse WI)
Overnight at Days Inn Hotel - $101+11% tax
(location I90 at exit 2, French Island)

www.dayshotellacrosse.com
608-783-1000

11:00 am - 1:00 pm, Sunday brunch option
on the riverboat La Crosse Queen for $30 per
person, continue tour of La Crosse area or depart for home

www.lacrossequeen.com
608-784-2893
www.explorelacrosse.com

www.nationaleaglecenter.org
www.larktoys.com

Recommended scenic route to/from the Madison & Milwaukee area:
Just south of La Crosse, take Hwy 33 east thru Amish farmlands, Wyalusing State Park, Baraboo (Circus World
Museum), Devil’s Lake State Park and Merrimac (free car ferry boat across the Wisconsin River), then onto I-90/94.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Trip maps and informational literature for the GRRT route will be provided for each vehicle
Three hotels are listed that offer MB club members low corporate rates. Participants must make their own reservations ASAP
directly to each of the motels where we have reserved 20 various types of rooms until all are booked by no later then Sept 6 (30
days prior to start of tour). Free breakfast for two are included with each room rental.
Optional informal group dining opportunities are offered each evening at 6:00 pm to share experiences and plan next day’s
adventures
All entries in this itinerary are “a la carte” - you may choose which you want to see and use your map or GPS to drive at your
own pace
You do not need to participate for the full 4 days, but are welcome to join the GRRT anywhere along our route as your time
permits
If you have any questions, contact either Bernd Kampe 262-534-5644 (home)/262-492-4441 (cell)/email: bkampe@wi.rr.com
or contact Jerry Zajicek 262-549-4656 (home)/414-305-3733 (cell)/email: Jerome.zajicek@gmail.com

See next page for 2016 Fall Tour sign-up procedure
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