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Mercedes-Benz 2016 GLA-Class
2015 Officers & Board Members

President

Bruce Hamilton
608-754-6066
hamiltonCPA@sbcglobal.net

Vice President &
Webmaster

Jim Loseke
920-412--5822
jimloseke@charter.net

Secretary

Dan Hellenberg
414-839-6995
spatlese44@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Frank Lubinski
414-352-2912
frank_lubinski@yahoo.com

Director

Andy Stockhausen
262-782-2286
ajs45@wi.rr.com

Director

Bernd Kampe
262-491-4441
bkampe@wi.rr.com

Director

Richard Kusch
608-288-0614
rkusch@charter.net

Director &
Newsletter Editor

Frank Geracie
262-825-7496
fgeracie@wi.rr.com

Past President

Nancy Pearson
262-782-7960
npearson@wi.rr.com

Regional Director
Midwest Region

Jason Burton
312-224-1787
jasonburton@thejohnhancock.com

Mercedes-Benz GLA, new for 2015 is part of MercedesBenz SUV portfolio that includes the new midsize GLC,
GLE (formerly ML-Class), GL and G. The 2016 GLA
debuts with a new infotainment system featuring 7.0”
display, KEYLESS START, dual-zone climate control,
multi-color ambient lighting and (4) performance modes.
Other features includes electromechanical power steering, new generation 4MATIC all-wheel drive with variable torque to the rear wheels, collision prevention assist
plus radar based autonomous braking.
2016 GLA-Class is shown on the newsletter front page.
Photo courtesy of Mercedes Benz Newsroom.

Board Meetings

Board meetings are typically held in the Brookfield
library on the second Thursday of every month starting at
7:00 pm. We encourage member attendance at these
meetings and welcome any assistance that can be provided in the planning of club events. Recommendations for
new activities or comments on prior events are always
welcome.
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President’s Message
Congratulations to Nancy Pearson on being named Member of the Year for our Section, for her outstanding leadership of our May 2015 Regional Defensive Driving and Autocross event. Nancy has been a member of the Wisconsin Section since 1977, is a Past President, still attends board meetings and actively participates with husband
Dean in most Section events. Nancy received her award at our Christmas Party December 6. Congratulations
Nancy!
Before we look ahead, I’d like to take a minute and wind up 2015. It was a great year with a number of successful
events, culminating with our Christmas Party at the Copper Dock supper club in Hubertus, which you can read
about elsewhere in this newsletter. I want to thank everyone who hosted or helped
with an event during the past year. Without your efforts this Section would not enjoy the success it’s had over the past year.
2015 also saw the upgrade of our website to a new platform based on the National
website, and thanks again to Jim Loseke for heading up that effort.
Looking ahead to 2016, take a look at the calendar elsewhere in this newsletter. A
great number of events are already scheduled for 2015, including our 26th Annual Bus
Trip to the Chicago Auto Show, Sunday, February 14. What better way to enjoy Valentine’s Day with your sweetheart than spending time at the Mercedes-Benz exhibit.
Thank you once again to Bob Turznik for organizing this event.

Bruce Hamilton

Take a look at the Upcoming Events List on the first page of this newsletter. Your board has been hard at work
these cold winter months planning another full year of events that we’re confident you will enjoy, including a return
of our Fall Tour Along the Great River Road. You can read more about the Fall Tour on page 4 of this newsletter.
Other events not yet on the calendar are also being planned, including some Drive-n-Dine events and a museum
tour.
Put all these events on your calendar NOW and stay tuned as more information follows.
We’re always looking for other ideas or suggestions for additional 2016 events. Whether it be a Drive-n-Dine venue or other event, please don’t hesitate to contact myself or any of the other board members with your thoughts.
At our Christmas party, the subject of name badges came up. If you need a new or replacement name badge, contact Pam Gleeton at the National Business Office. You can reach Pam at 800-637-2360 or by email at
pam@mbca.org.
Peter Gunder
Paul Sliwicki

Matthew McDowell
Edyie Walthe

Jan Miller
Wayne Skenandore
Robert Wrenn

I had the pleasure of meeting Jan Miller at our Christmas party, and I look forward to meeting everyone else at an
upcoming event.
I close these remarks on a more somber note. Long time member and Past President Andy Stockhausen lost his
brother to cancer in early January. Our condolences to Andy and his family at this time.
Thank you for being a member of this Club. I can’t say it enough, our membership is what makes this organization
successful.

Bruce Hamilton
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2016 Fall Tour Along the Great River Road
Oct 6 - 9
Our MB club is planning a scenic driving tour along the Great
River Road (designated as a National Scenic Byway) on both
Wisconsin Hwy 35 and Minnesota Hwy 61 alongside the Mississippi River. The dates will be October 6-9 (ThursdaySunday). You can chose to participate all 4 days or less, depending on your time schedule. This tour will be similar to the tour
we did 6 years ago.
Our tour will start at Prairie du Chien where the
Wisconsin River flows into the Mississippi.
Don't miss the bluff overlooking both rivers in
Wyalusing State Park. Then north to LaCrosse,
Winona, Wabasha, along Lake Pepin and ending in Red Wing on the MN side. There we will
cross the Mississippi River back over to the
Wisconsin side and drive south on Hwy 35 to
Pepin, Alma, Stockholm, Trempealeau, ending
in LaCrosse.
On this scenic driving tour you will be able to
drive at your own pace and select those things
of interest to you along this Great Scenic River
route. You can expect to see eagles circling
over the river, white pelicans, migrating Tundra
Swans, explore high bluff overlooks, tour wineries and museums such as the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, which also prides itself as the hometown of the movie
"Grumpy Old Men."
The American Queen, largest steam-powered riverboat in the
country is expected to be docked in Red Wing for a city tour on
Saturday on its 9 day fall trip from St. Louis to the Twin Cities
and back. We may also plan a smaller riverboat brunch trip thru
a lock & dam in La Crosse on Sunday before our departure
home.
For more information, you can check the following websites:
www.wigreatriverroad.org
www.prairieduchien.org
www.explorelacrosse.com
www.redwing.org

Bernd Kampe

Hosts for Tour:
Bernd Kampe & Jerry Zajicek
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Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Host

Telephone

Email

Feb 14

Chicago Auto Show

Bob Turznik

414-416-3375

bobt@atpllc.com

March 18

Fish Fry Dining

Frank Lubinski

414-352-2912

frank_lubinski@sbcglobal.net

April 16

Spring Tech Session

Michael McKinney

414-228-4899

michael@blackforestllc.com

June

Spring Rallye

TBD

July

Starry Nights

JoAnne Peterson

262-784-6088

jojo2525@yahoo.com

Aug

Club Day at the M

Frank Geracie

262-825-7496

fgeracie@wi.rr.com

Sept 10

Oktoberfest

Bernd Kampe

262-491-4441

bkampe@wi.rr.com

Sept

Fall Tech Session

John Bell

414-543-3000

xjab007@gmail.com

Oct 6 - 9

River Road Tour

Bernd Kampe
Jerry Zajicek

262-491-4441
262-549-4656

bkampe@wi.rr.com
jerome.zajicek@gmail.com

Note: Some dates have not yet been determined. These dates will be provided in the next newsletter.

Club Christmas Party
Our section’s Christmas Party was held on December 6 at
the Copper Dock supper club in Hubertus. 46 members,
one of the largest turnouts ever for a Wisconsin Section
event, enjoyed the Copper Dock’s Sunday Brunch, good conversation and fellowship.
Seating was a little tight owing to the much larger than expected attendance, but everyone took the cramped conditions in stride. As members arrived they were given a schedule of 2016 events.
After members made several trips through the buffet, Bob
Turznik announced our Section’s 2015 gift plan to the VA
Hospital in Milwaukee. Bruce Hamilton discussed events for
the coming year, and the Christmas party culminated in the
presentation of the Member of the Year Award to Nancy
Pearson.
Each attendee received their Christmas gift bag on departure
and enjoyed the unusually warm and sunny weather on their
drive home.

Bruce Hamilton

President Bruce Hamilton presenting
Nancy Pearson with
Member of the Year Award
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Friday Fish Fry
Wisconsin Machine Shed Restaurant
Friday, March 18, 2016
Social Hour 6:00pm
Dinner 6:30pm

-

-

-

Featuring: Fried or baked cod, potato salad, vegetable,
coleslaw, rolls & bread
Served Family Style -- All You Can Eat
Includes non-alcoholic beverage. Cash Bar Available

Friday Fish Fry Reservation Form
Reservation Deadline - Sunday March 13
Name:_________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
Email:____________________________________ Phone:_____________________________

Make Check Payable to: MBCA - Wisconsin Section Qty______ Diners @
Includes tax & tip
$17.00 ea
Total____________________
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26th Annual Bus Trip to the

Chicago Auto Show
Sunday, February 14, 2016
McCormick Place
The $25 per-person registration fee includes one admission ticket for the auto show, bus costs and snacks!
Boarding is from 8:40 to 9:00 am
in Milwaukee and at 9:30 am
in Racine regardless of weather.
The bus leaves the auto show @ 3:45 pm
and is expected back in Milwaukee
between 5:30 pm and 6:00 pm.

Pickup
locations
Racine
Park-n-Ride: I-94 & Hwy 11

Milwaukee (Hales Corners)
Park-n-Ride: I-43 & Hwy 45

There are still a few seats available as of the printing of this newsletter. The bus has always been sold out in the
past and if you are interested in attending the event, you should contact Bob Turznik immediately.
Mail check with reservation form to:

Bob Turznik, W165 N9714 Chippewa Drive, Germantown WI 53022
Email: bobt@atpllc.com

Make check payable to
MBCA-Wisconsin Section

Tel: 414-416-3375

MBCA Chicago Auto Show Reservation Form
Name: ________________________________________________
Number of people attending: __________

Date: ___________________

Amount included @ $25 per person: _________________

Cell phone in case of delay: _________________________

Pickup site (check one) ____ Milwaukee _____ Racine
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Benefits of MBCA
Membership
Your MBCA membership entitles you to:
Subscription to “The Star”, a bimonthly magazine
published by Mercedes-Benz Club of America
$500 off the best negotiated price of a New Mercedes-Benz
Discounts on parts, service and accessories from
participating Mercedes-Benz Dealerships
15% off parts from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center
Expert technical advice to help you maintain, service,
condition, restore and repair your Mercedes-Benz
And best of all, participation in the many events provided by your local Mercedes Club of America

