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President’s Message

I open my remarks for this edition of the Badger Star by congratulating Andrew Opicka on
his appointment as Chair of MBCA National’s new Social Media Committee.
In his new role, Andrew’s primary focus will be to organize and produce social media
streams for the club and its membership. Keep an eye out for more details by joining Nationals
existing YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter streams. Andrew is stepping down from his position
as a member of the Wisconsin Section board to take on this much bigger responsibility. Please
join me in wishing Andrew every success in his new role!
Mercedes-Benz Formula 1
Andrew Opicka
All of you know I am a huge Formula 1 fan, and I can’t help commenting on the amazing
achievements of the Mercedes-Benz AMG Petronas F1 team and driver Lewis Hamilton this year. The AMG Petronas
F1 team won their sixth Manufacturer’s Championship at the Japanese Grand Prix October 13th. Then on November 3rd, Lewis Hamilton secured his historic sixth F1 World Driving Champion at the US Grand Prix. Only Michael
Schumacher has more world championships to his name than Lewis Hamilton.
Event Recaps
On September 28th we enjoyed a Drive-to-Dine followed by a visit to the Geneva Lakes Antique and Classic Boat
Show. Then we joined the Minnesota, Iowa Hawkeye and Chicagoland Sections for a Fall Color Tour October 25-27.
The weather cooperated for our most recent event, our November 17th Drive-to-Dine at Lodge Kohler’s Taverne in the
Sky, across the street from Lambeau Field in Green Bay.
A big Thank You! to Bernd & Christine Kampe for hosting the September 28th D-2-D and to Sovann Khong for
hosting Taverne in the Sky. Read the event reviews elsewhere in this newsletter.
Upcoming Events
Our last event in 2019, our Christmas Party & Annual Meeting, is just a few days away on Saturday, December 14th
at the Wisconsin Club in downtown Milwaukee. Reservations are open until December 6th. Register online at https://
forms.gle/rUx5vVTAm3Tu3cwx8 or use the registration form elsewhere in this newsletter.
As usual, we will hold our Annual Meeting at the conclusion of lunch, and the results of our 2019 Election of Directors will be announced at that time.
A final note on the Christmas Party. Your Board of Directors decided to donate funds to a local food pantry that otherwise would be used to purchase gifts for those attending our Christmas Party. The Board also encourages members to
bring their own cash contributions to our party; those member funds will be added to the Club’s donation. Food pantries
prefer monetary donations rather than gifts of food, because the Food Panty can buy at cheaper prices than individuals.
2020 Event Planning is Underway
We are planning our 2020 event as I write these remarks. The upcoming events calendar elsewhere in the newsletter
gives tentative details of early 2020 events. But we really need your input as we plan into the year, especially the months
of May – October.
What kind of event(s) would you like to see your Club do?
Where would you like us to hold events? The Milwaukee area, Madison, Oshkosh/Appleton, Door County?
Finally, please consider hosting an event. It’s easy, fun, and any member who hosts an event has his or her meal paid
for by the Section. Don’t want to tackle an event by yourself ? Consider co-hosting an event with another member.
Please let us know! We want to hear from you! All comments, suggestions, and criticisms are welcome.
Where Are You?? Part 2
I’d like to continue my “Where Are You” thoughts from our last issue. For those members who have not attended a
Wisconsin Section event in the last couple of years (or longer) some questions I’d appreciate your feedback on.
Why don’t you attend Wisconsin Section events? Is it the type of event, the location, the day and/or time? What is
keeping you away?

Continued on page 3...
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What could our Section be doing better? How can we make your
membership in the Wisconsin Section more valuable?

2019 Officers & Board
Members

What can we do, what type of event can we offer, that will make you
President
want to join your fellow Wisconsin Section members at an event?

Bruce Hamilton
608-754-6066
		bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com

Please let me know how we can help you get more involved. We are
always looking to improve your membership experience and give you
Vice President Bernd Kampe
value for your member dues. PLEASE give us your feedback! New
		262-492-4441
member or long-timer, I’d love to hear from you.
		bkampe0@gmail.com
Is Your Information Current??
Please take a few minutes and go to the MBCA national website,
check your profile, and make sure all of your information is complete
and up-to-date, including your e-mail address that you want to use to
receive Wisconsin Section information, your regular postal mailing
address and your phone number.
The Wisconsin Section relies on the roster information from MBCA’s national office to send out newsletters and other Club information. If you don’t keep your profile on the National site current, we
don’t have any way of knowing where to send information to you. We
have no way of knowing what email or regular mailing address you
want us to use unless your preferred information is included in your
profile at MBCA National.
Remember, only you can update your profile information.
Don’t Forget to Buy Your Raffle Tickets!
The 2019 MBCA Fall Raffle closes December 4. Have you purchased your raffle tickets? First Prize is a 2019 Mercedes-Benz GLE
that you know would look nice in your driveway.

Continued on page 7 with New Member Welcomes...

Benefits of Membership
Your MBCA membership entitles you to:
• Subscription to “The Star”, a bimonthly magazine published by Mecedes-Benz Club of America
• $500 off the best negotiated price of a New Mercedes-Benz
• Discounts on parts, service and accessories from participating Mecedes-Benz Dealerships
• 15% off parts from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center
• Expert technical advice to help you maintain, service, condition, restore and repair your Mercedes-Benz
• And best of all, participation in the many events provided
by your local Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Secretary
Dan Hellenberg
		414-839-6995
		spatlese44@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Frank Lubinski
		414-520-2912
		frank_lubinski@sbcglobal.net
~*~
Director &
Newsletter
Liaison		

John Ledbury
262-422-7715
jaled80@yahoo.com

Director
Dick Kusch
		608-630-1458
		kuschrichard@gmail.com
Director
Andrew Opicka
		920-217-1010
		andrew@opicka.com
Director &
Membership
Director

Andy Stockhausen
262-782-2286
ajs45@wi.rr.com

Director
Sovann Khong
		920-461-4152
		skhong008@gmail.com
		~*~
Past President Nancy Pearson
		262-782-7960
		npearson@wi.rr.com
Webmaster
Jim Loseke
		920-412-5822
		jimloseke@charter.net
Regional
Jason Burton
Director
312-224-1787
Midwest Region jasonburton@thejohnhancock.
					com
Newsletter
Bailey Hansen
Editor		
bailey.r.hansen@gmail.com
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2019 Christmas Party and Annual Meeting
Join us Saturday, December 14th for our Christmas Party and Annual
When: Saturday, December 14
Meeting. By popular demand the event will again be held at the Wisconsin Club, 900 W Wisconsin Ave in downtown Milwaukee.
Join your fellow Wisconsin Section members for a wonderful luncheon Where: The Wisconsin Club
in the beauty of the Wisconsin Club. Enjoy great food, holiday cheer and
900 W Wisconsin Ave.
gemütlichkeit while a slide show recaps all of our 2019 events.
Milwaukee WI 53233
New for this year, your Board of Directors decided at their September
(414) 628-3718
meeting that rather than purchasing gifts for those who attend our Christmas Party, to donate those funds to a local food pantry. We also encourage our members to bring their own cash contributions to our party;
Time:11:00 a.m.
member funds will be added to the Club’s donation. Food pantries prefer
a monetary donation rather than gifts of food items because a monetary
donation goes further because the pantries can buy at cheaper prices than individuals.
Entrée options are listed below. Both are served with a tossed garden salad, oven baked rolls, Dessert and coffee, tea
or milk. Cost is $35.00/person, including tax & gratuity.
Apple Craisin Chicken Scaloppini

Pepper Steak

Breast of chicken scaloppini served over rice
pilaf with granny smith apple crasin relish,
chicken velouté sauce and vegetable medley

Medallion of California garlic pepper dusted
sirloin in teriyaki glace with sweet garlic pepper
sauté, ginger almond rice & gingered carrots
and snap peas

Reservations Due by Friday, December 6th

Register online at:
https://forms.gle/G1GCX5RqfAURVefq7 - or mail to

Bruce Hamilton
4225 Southwyck Dr
Janesville WI 53546-2120

Name(s):____________________________________________
Cell Phone:________________________
E-Mail:__________________________________________________
Apple Craisin Chicken Scaloppini		
(Number)
x $35.00 =
Pepper Steak					
(Number)
x $35.00 =
									Total due =
Check enclosed:		

_____
_____
_____

I’ll pay via PayPal					

PayPal payments should be made to www.paypal.me/MBCAWisconsin
Questions?

Call Bruce Hamilton at 608.754.6066 or e-mail at bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com
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Upcoming Events
Date| Event				

Host		

Phone

Dec. 14

Christmas Party and Annual Meeting

Feb. 16		
		
		

Valentine’s D-2-D		
Bruce Hamilton 608-754-6066		
Copper Dock Restaurant
1474 E Friess Lake Dr., Hubertus WI

Email

bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com

March TBD* Fish Fry
		
Exact Date & Location TBA
April 25

Spring Tech Session		

Black Forest

*Date will be provided in future newsletters. Other 2019 events and more information will be announced, stay tuned!

If you have any ideas or suggestions for Drive-to-Dine venues
or other events, please don’t
hesitate to contact Bruce Hamilton or any other board members. We are always looking for
feedback and opinions from our
members. Contact information
for all board members is listed
on page 3 of this newsletter.
Do you have photos, an event
write-up, a Journey article or an
advertisement for the next newsletter?
Please send information for the
newsletter to John Ledbury or Bailey Hansen (contact info on page
3) by January 15, 2019 to be considered for the February/March
2020 issue of the Badger Star.

ENTER FOR A
CHANCE TO WIN!
1st Prize
2020 Mercedes-Benz GLE
MSRP: $56,200

2nd Prize

3rd Prize

2020 Mercedes-Benz GLC
MSRP: $44,500

2020 German Trip
MSRP: $10,500

MBCA’s 2019 Fall Raffle
Details & Dates
• Prize:
1st: 2020 GLE 350 4Matic
2nd: 2020 GLC 300 4Matic SUV
3rd: MBCA German Trip
• Tickets are $50 (US) each
• Last day to purchase tickets is
Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Image in contest promotional materials does
not represent actual prize being won.
Photo Credit: Mercedes-Benz USA

• Drawing is Thursday, December 12, 2019
• For more information and to purchase
tickets, visit raffle.mbca.org, call the NBO
at 800-637-2360 or check your mailbox
for an official mail-in order form.

Open to MBCA Members only. Must be 18 years of age or older. No limit on the number of tickets one member may purchase.
1st place will receive $56,200 less 25% tax-withholdings; 2nd place will receive $44,500 less 25% tax-withholdings; 3rd place
will receive $10,500 less 25% tax-withholdings. The 1st and 2nd prize winners will shop for their vehicle at the dealership of
their choice. The 3rd prize will receive a check that may be applied towards the registration of a 2020 German trip. If fewer
than 4,450 tickets are sold, 1st prize will receive 50% of one-half (50%) of the gross raffle ticket sales; 2nd prize will receive
40% of one-half (50%) of the gross raffle ticket sales; and 3rd prize will receive 10% of one-half (50%) of the gross raffle ticket
sales - less Federal withholding of 25%, or at least $5,000 (less withholding), whichever is greater. Vehicles featured in this ad
are representative only. Odds of winning depend on the total number of tickets sold. Must be a current Member of MBCA at the
time of purchase and day of the prize drawing. Members may attend the drawing (not required to enter or win). 100% of net
raffle proceeds shall be devoted exclusively to the lawful purpose of MBCA International Stars Section.

facebook.com/MercedesBenzClubofAmerica
instagram.com/mercedesbenzclubamerica
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Valentine’s Drive-to-Dine
Sunday, February 16, 2020

Where:
		
		
Time:
Cost:

The Copper Dock Restaurant
1474 E Friess Lake Dr. Click here for map
Hubertus WI 53033
11:30 a.m.
$25.00 per person, including tax & gratuity

Enjoy a great Sunday brunch and gemütlichkeit with other
Wisconsin Section members at the Copper Dock Restaurant,
1474 E Friess Lake Dr., Hubertus. We will be dining in the
Copper Dock’s private room where we enjoyed our 2015
Christmas party. It may be the Sunday after Valentine’s Day,
but you can still bring your sweetheart (and I don’t mean just
your MB!).
The price of $25.00 per person includes Sunday Brunch
and coffee. A cash bar is available for those wishing an adult
beverage.

Reservations Due by Wednesday, February 12th
Make your reservation one of two ways:
		

Go online and register at https://forms.gle/o3RDj8epPNQztcNv8

— or —
		
Mail reservations to:
			Bruce Hamilton
			4225 Southwyck Dr
			Janesville WI 53546-2120

Name(s):
		
E-Mail:

_____________________________		

Cell Phone:

_____________________________

_____________________________
_____________________________

Number of people attending:				

(Number)________ x $25.00 =__________
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Taverne in the Sky
Drive-to-Dine

REVIEW

November 17, 2019

On November 17th club members attended a Drive-to-Dine
Event at Taverne in the Sky in Green Bay.
Taverne in the Sky is located on the 5th floor of Lodge Kohler.
Lodge Kohler is a 4-diamond property located yards from Lambeau
Field. Member enjoyed a wonderful 3-course lunch featuring some
of Lodge Kohler’s most popular lunch items. Fun was had by all and
there was no member left hungry after the event.

New Member Welcome
Please join me in welcoming our newest members and those who have transferred to
the Wisconsin Section as of November 18th
Matt Kirchner 			
Chaz Bartucz 			
Blake Griffin 			
Daniel Hamilton

Marty Challenger
Eric Schwarzenberger
Michael McGuire

I hope to meet all of you at an upcoming Wisconsin Section event.
I close these remarks on a very somber note. Karl Ebenhoch, shown
to the right at our 2015 Christmas Party with his wife Trudie, passed
away August 13th of this year. Karl and Trudie were very long-term
members of the Wisconsin Section, and were
active in Section events right up to the end.
Your Wisconsin Section made a donation to
Angels Grace Hospice in Karl’s honor. Karl will
be truly missed.
Bruce Hamilton

Bruce Hamilton

Continued from page 3...
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Drive-to-Dine at the Geneva Lakes
Antique & Classic Boat Show REVIEW
September 28, 2019

The skies were overcast and a bit chilly, but no rain. Everyone who said they were coming to this event did--thank you
for joining us!
A total of 16 Wisconsin and 7 Chicagoland Section
members of the MBCA enjoyed a fall afternoon luncheon at the Boat House Bar & Grill, adjacent to Big
Foot Beach State Park on the east end of Geneva Lake.
We had 10 different models of MB cars on display,
which everyone enjoyed seeing and discussing. A wonderful opportunity to get better acquainted with our
fellow MBCA members and share our enjoyment of
owning and driving these special MB cars.

After our lunch we headed west about 8 miles on South Shore Drive to the Abbey Resort in Fontana on Geneva Lake.
We had an opportunity to see many unique classic wooden boats at this annual boat show, which is one of the largest
annual classic and wooden boat shows in the country. Some of us even had an opportunity to take a half hour ride on
Geneva Lake in a newer, locally-built Streblow V8-powered wooden speed boat.
											— Bernd Kamp
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Board Meetings

Board meetings are held on the second Thursday
of every month. Most meetings are held on-line
using Go-To-Meeting. Attendees call in using a
phone, tablet or computer. We encourage participation from our members. If you should wish to
participate, and receive a invitation for the meeting,
please contact Bruce Hamilton at bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com or 608-754-6066.
Recommendations for new activities or comments
on prior events are always welcome.

Be sure to support our generous advertisors!
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General Manager
Larry Mackowski
larry@iamilwaukee.com
262.821.5000 ext. 333

Service Manager
Matt Huff
mhuff@mbofelmbrook.com
262.821.5000 ext. 348

Parts Manager
Dennis Spingola
Dspingola@mbofelmbrook.com
262 821-5000 ext. 353

