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Board Meetings 
   Board meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
every month. Most meetings are held on-line using Go-
To-Meeting.  Attendees call in using a mobile phone, 
tablet or computer.  We encourage participation from 

our members.  If you should wish to participate, and re-
ceive a call in invitation for the meeting, please contact 
Frank Geracie at fgeracie@wi.rr.com.   Recommenda-

tions for new activities or comments on prior events are 
always welcome. 

Advertiser Support 
   We appreciate the support of our advertisers and we 
ask our club members to support the advertisers in this 
publication.  Please let these advertisers know that you 

are a club member when using their services.  However, 
advertising in this newsletter does not imply approval of 
the products or services by this newsletter nor the offic-

ers or board members of this club. 

Benefits of  Membership 
   Your MBCA membership entitles you to: 

 Subscription to “The Star”, a bimonthly magazine 
published by Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

 $500 off the best negotiated price of a New Mer-
cedes-Benz 

 Discounts on parts, service and accessories from 
participating Mercedes-Benz Dealerships 

 15% off parts from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Cen-
ter 

 Expert technical advice to help you maintain, service, 
condition, restore and repair your Mercedes-Benz 

 And best of all, participation in the many events pro-
vided by your local Mercedes Club of America 
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I would like to open these remarks with a big THANK YOU to Frank Geracie.  Frank has made the 
decision to continue as our Newsletter Editor.  I want to say “thanks!” 
Frank, on behalf of the entire Section for the outstanding job we know you 
will continue to do. 

Spring is here!  That means counting the days until the cover comes off your 
baby and you drive her for the first time in months. 

It also means the Wisconsin Section calendar of events is in full swing.  
We’ve already had two successful events with our 27th Annual Bus Trip to 
the Chicago Auto Show and our Fish Fry and New Member Appreciation 
events.  Read more about the Auto Show trip on page 4.  Thanks goes out 
to Bob Turznik and Frank & Cathy Lubinski for arranging and hosting 
these events. 

April 15th is the Spring Tech Session, once again hosted by Black Forest.  Your board of directors 
will hold their April board meeting following the tech session, and members are welcomed to attend. 

On Saturday May 13th, Prestige Auto Works opens their doors for a Tech Session.  Keith Raskin, 
Prestige’s Owner, and Chris Zdroik, General Manager, promise a great morning covering an assort-
ment of technical discussions covering car repair.  A week later on May 20th we are doing a Drive to 
Dine trip to Road America to enjoy the Spring Vintage Festival.  And Saturday June 10th, we are do-
ing a Drive to Dine to Lambeau Field and The 1919 Kitchen & Tap.  More information can be 
found on each of these events elsewhere in this newsletter.   

Be sure and look at the entire Upcoming Events schedule for events taking place past June.  More 
details on those events will be published as the dates grow closer.   Remember to add all these events 
to your calendar TODAY. 

If you have an idea or suggestion for an event, please contact either myself or any one of the other 
officers and directors.  Whether it be a Drive to Dine venue, perhaps a golf outing, or other event, 
please don’t hesitate to share your thoughts.  We’re always looking for new event ideas and all 
thoughts are welcome. 

Don’t forget about the Spring Raffle hosted by the International Stars Section of MBCA.  This 
spring’s first prize is a 2017 Mercedes-AMG GT-S with an MSRP of $131,200.  If you are on 
MBCA’s email list, you probably received the announcement around the 22nd of March.  Tickets are 
$50 each and there is no limit on the number of tickets you can purchase.  Find out more about the 
raffle in either The Star or MBCA’s national website. 

Finally, please join with me in extending a warm welcome to Mark Robinson, Chuck Steinkraus and 
Vincent Woller, our newest members as of March 26th. 

Thank you for being a member of this Club.  I can’t say it enough, our membership is what makes 
this organization successful. 

     Bruce Hamilton 

 

President’s Message 

Bruce Hamilton 
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Sunday, February 12th was the 26th annual trip to 
the Chicago Auto Show.  This year there were 
over 40 debut vehicles on the show floor.  The 
weather cooperated with near 50 degrees and 
sunshine after we started from home in icy road 
conditions.  Good things come to those who 
wait…….& let the bus driver deal with Chicago 
traffic. 
 
Mercedes Benz did not disappoint with several 
new models including the 2018 AMG-GT high-end 
coupe for the street.  This 2-seater features a 
choice of 2 twin-turbo charger 4.0 liter V8s with 
either 469 or 515 horsepower options or an alter-
native of a 4.0 liter V8 with 577 horsepower.  The 
Roadster version is expected to go on sale this 
summer.  
 
The G-Wagon was on display in the booth and al-
so climbing a 27-foot mountain on the show floor.  
Nobody at the show could tell us the angle of ac-
cent or decent but it looked like a steep grade at a 
reported 42% on a youtube video… a thrill ride for 
those who waited in line for a ride.  Check out this 
video to experience it yourself (you do not need a 
Facebook account to watch)….. https:/
www.facebook.com/MBCATR/
videos/983839495050286/ 
 
For the drop-top fans, there was a beautiful white 
Maybach S600 convertible with an ivory 
colored interior that made us all dream 
of sunny weather, umbrella drinks & 
uniformed servers at our beck and call. 
 
We enjoyed mild weather, snacks on 
the bus and a vintage car chase movie 
on the way home, the original 1974 ver-
sion of “Gone in 60 Seconds”.  Fortu-
nately, all our cars were waiting for us 
as the bus dropped off at the park and 
ride lot. 
 
   Bob Turznik 

Wisconsin Section’s Bus Trip to the Chicago Auto Show 

Maybach S600 Convertible 

G Wagon Thrill Ride 

Maybach S600 Convertible 

https://www.facebook.com/MBCATR/videos/983839495050286/
https://www.facebook.com/MBCATR/videos/983839495050286/
https://www.facebook.com/MBCATR/videos/983839495050286/
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 Date     Event     Host   Telephone      Email   

   
April 15  Tech Session - Black Forest Michael McKinney 414-228-4899 michael@blackforestllc.com 
 
May 13  Tech Session - Prestige Auto Bruce Hamilton  608-754-6066 bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com 
 
May 20  Road America Vintage John Ledbury  262-422-7715 jaled80@yahoo.com 
 
June 10  Drive-to-Dine  Dick Kusch  608-630-1458 kuschrichard@gmail.com 
  (Green Bay) 
 
July  Starry Nights  JoAnne Peterson  262-784-6088 jojo2525@yahoo.com 
  
Aug 5  Show & Glow  Frank Geracie  262-825-7496 fgeracie@wi.rr.com 
 
Sept 9  Oktoberfest  Bernd Kampe  262-491-4441 bkampe@wi.rr.com 
 
Sept 9 or 16 Fall Tech Session - Frank Lubinski  414-352-2912 frank_lubinski@yahoo.com 
(tentative) Umansky Motor Car 
 
Sept 23 or 24 Drive-to-Dine  Bernd Kampe  262-491-4441 bkampe@wi.rr.com 
  Abbey Fontana Boat Show 
 
Oct  Door County Fall Rallye Bruce Hamilton  608-754-6066 bruce@bhamiltoncpallc.com 
 
Nov  Drive-to-Dine  Bernd Kampe  262-491-4441 bkampe@wi.rr.com 
  Pabst Brewery 
   
 

Upcoming Events 

AMG GLA45 AMG G63 
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    Drive to Dine - Green Bay 

Please confirm attendance and number of attendees with 

Dick Kusch no later than Monday, June 5. Confirmation can 

be made via call, text or email.                              

Before or after lunch, section members can choose to partake in a regularly       

scheduled Lambeau Field Tour, a visit to the Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame or          

show your fan spirit by visiting the Pro Shop.                           

Hall of Fame Hours & Pricing 

Hours 9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Adults (18-61)  $15 

Seniors (62+)  $12 

Military (with valid military ID)  $12 

Youth (12-17)  $12     

Student (with college student ID)  $12 

Combination pricing is available for a Hall of 

Fame admission and Stadium Tour                  

Champion's Tour Pricing 

Adults (18-61)  $21 

Seniors (62+)  $20 

Military (with valid  military ID)  $20 

Youth (12-17)  $20     

Student (with college student ID)  $20 

Children (6-11)  $15 

Children (5 and under)  Free 

           

Champion's Tour Information 

The information on tour times is by date and they usually include types and times for about 2 weeks in the 

future when you visit the website at www.packers.com. Purchase Tour tickets and Hall of Fame Admission 

online at www.packers.com.   Champion's Tour includes 

 Meet your docent in the Atrium (this may vary due to Atrium events) 

 Go to see upper level concourse 

 Go to field level and walk thru the players tunnel 

 Lambeau Field South End Zone - See some of the stadium premium levels and best views of Lambeau 

Field  **This tour is approx. 90 minutes and a mile walking. 

 
      The 1919 Kitchen & Tap 
      Lambeau Field Atrium 

 
Saturday, June 10,  2017 - 12:00 pm 

 

Hosted by: Dick & Nancy Kusch 

608-630-1458 

kuschrichard@gmail.com 

 

Address:  1265 Lombardi Ave., Green Bay WI 

www.1919kitchenandtap.com 
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Tech Session - Prestige Auto Works 

Saturday May 13, 2017 

9:00 am - Coffee and Snacks in office 

9:15 - History of Prestige Auto Works 

9:30 - Paintless dent repair 

9:50 - Windshield repair 

10:10 - Metal finishing 

10:40 - Fame pulling, Body work, Plastic repair 

11:00 - Painted pin stripe, Restoration, Buffing 

11:30 - Painting 

12:00 - Answer questions 

Enjoy a  full morning  at Prestige Auto Works covering an assortment of         

technical discussions covering car repair . There is no charge for this event      

and no need to register. 

SVRA Spring Vintage Festival 
Elkhart Lake’s Road America 

Saturday May 20, 2017 

Join the Mercedes Benz Wisconsin Section at Road 
America on Saturday May 20, 2017 for the Spring Vin-
tage Festival.  It’s a great way to kick off the Racing Sea-
son at Road America and get to know us in the Wisconsin 
Section.  We would  like to extend an invitation to the Io-
wa, Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota Sections. 
 
I will be sending additional information on where to meet at Road America.  Please email or 
call me at the number or email address listed below to provide a head count for attendance 
and to provide additional information.  Let me know if you are planning on attending as soon 
as possible.  You can order tickets on-line.  The purchase price before May 10th is $20 per 
person and  after May 10th $30 per person.  Hope to see you there. 
 
                  Address for Road America:  N7390 State Hwy 67, Plymouth WI   
                                                                     
       John Ledbury 
      www.roadamerica.com/buy-tickets  (262) 422-7715 
       jaled80@yahoo.com 

 Prestige Auto Works Address:  6301 W. Douglas Ave. Milwaukee 

http://www.roadamerica.com/buy-tickets/spring-vintage-weekend.html
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